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REMARKS 

Claim 7 has been revised to include the features of now- 
canceled claims 8 and 13. (The dependency of claim 9 has been 
changed because claim 8 was canceled.) More particularly, the 
claimed thermal transfer image receiving sheet is now described 
as one having a half cut provided in the seal part to separate 
part of the seal part from the release sheet and that the 
"slight changes in peel strength" are measured by the particular 
method recited in now- canceled claim 8 . A new claim 17 has been 
added calling for the half cut to have a groove width of 25 to 
60 urn; the new claim is based upon canceled claim 14. 

The claims before the Examiner thus are claims 7 , 9 to 12 , 
and 17. 

The rejection of claims 7 to 13 under 35 USC 103 as 
unpatentable over JP *135, if applied to the claims as amended, 
is respectfully traversed. 

Claim 7 as amended recites the following characteristic 
features (element numbers from the drawings are provided below 
to assist the Examiner in his analysis.) : 
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(i) The seal part (25) is provided with a half cut (24) 
for separating a part of the seal part (25) from the release 
sheet (30) ; and 

(ii) The seal part (25) and the release sheet (30) are 
adhered to each other so that they show continuous and slight 
changes in peel strength when the seal part (25) is separated 
from the release sheet (30) , wherein the slight changes in peel 
strength measured by the 180 Degrees Peeling Method according to 
JIS Z0237-8.3.1 are in the range of 1 to 10 g/cm. 

These features (i) and (ii) provide the following 
advantages. The seal part (25) is provided with a half cut (24) 
for separating a part of the seal part (25) from the release 
sheet (30) ; and the seal part (25) and the release sheet (30) 
are adhered to each other so that they show continuous and 
slight changes in peel strength when the seal part (25) is 
separated from the release sheet (30) , wherein the slight 
changes in peel strength measured by the 180 Degrees Peeling 
Method according to JIS Z0237-8.3.1 are in the range of 1 to 10 
g/cm. Thus, it is possible effectively to avoid each part of 
the seal part (25) being unfavorably separated at half cuts (24) 
from the release sheet (30) , while a thermal transfer printer is 
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carrying the thermal transfer image-receiving sheet, or when 
printing is conducted by using a thermal head. 

JP x 135 discloses a thermal transfer image -receiving sheet 
(11) having a substrate (1) , a release layer (2) , an 
intermediate adhesive layer (3) , and a receptive layer (4) , 
which are laminated in the order mentioned. The reference also 
shows that the surface of the release layer (2) becomes 
roughened when particles (21) contained in the release layer (2) 
expand with heat. 

It should be borne in mind that the thermal transfer image - 
receiving sheet (11) of the JP '135 is merely an image -receiving 
sheet for an intermediate image transfer medium, and not an 
image-receiving sheet for a seal or sticker as is the present 
invention. Namely, the JP '135 thermal transfer image-receiving 
sheet (11) is laminated on an object (6) to transfer the image 
formed on receptive layer (4) to the object (6) , with the 
receptive layer (4) being adhered to the object (6) . After the 
thermal transfer image- receiving sheet (11) is laminated on the 
object (6) , the substrate (1) is separated from the release 
layer (2) to expose the surface of the release layer (2) to the 
outside opposite to the object (6) (see Figs. 3(a), 3(b), 3(c), 
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4(a), 4(b), and 4(c). In contrast, the thermal transfer image- 
receiving sheet (20) of the present invention is stuck on the 
object (29) as a seal or sticker, with the pressure-sensitive 
adhesive layer (23) of the seal part (25) being laminated on the 
object (29) and the receptive layer (21) of the seal part (25) 
facing the outside opposite object (29) . The release sheet (30) 
is separated from the seal part (25) to expose the pressure- 
sensitive adhesive layer (23) of the seal part (25) to the 
outside before the thermal transfer image -receiving sheet (20) 
is stuck on the object (29) (see instant Figs. 11, 12, 15, and 
16) . 

Moreover, and importantly, JP '135 discloses no elements 
relating to features (i) and (ii) discussed above, especially 
feature (ii) , which prevents a part of the seal part (25) from 
easily being separated from the release sheet (30) . 

. The Examiner has stated that "[t]he release is roughened 
such that there are slight changes in peel strength when the 
seal part is separated." However, as pointed out already, the 
part that is finally separated from the substrate (1) in the 
thermal transfer image -receiving sheet (11) of JP '135, i.e., 
the part consisting of a release layer (2) , an intermediate 
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adhesive layer (3) and a receptive layer (4) , is not a seal part 
with half cuts; thus, there is no technical problem such as that 
solved by the present invention, namely addressing the 
difficulty when a part of the seal part is unfavorably separated 
at half cuts from the release sheet. The reference does not 
teach or suggest what is claimed. 

Furthermore, although the surface of the release layer (2) 
of the JP x 135 thermal transfer image-receiving sheet (11) 
becomes roughened by expansion of particles (21) contained in 
the release layer (2) , roughening occurs merely after the 
thermal transfer image -receiving sheet (11) is laminated on the 
object (6) . That is, the release layer (2) of the thermal 
transfer image -receiving sheet (11) is not roughened before the 
thermal transfer image-receiving sheet (11) is laminated on the 
object (6) , at which time it is possible that the part 
consisting of a release layer (2) , an intermediate adhesive 
layer (3) and a receptive layer (4) is unfavorably separated 
from the substrate (1) . 

The roughening of the release layer (2) in JP '135 is 
simply meant easily to separate the release layer (2) from the 
substrate (1) and to obtain excellent blocking properties of the 
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release layer (2) (i.e., the properties for preventing the 
surface of the release layer (2) from striking to the other 
material) ; the particle expansion has nothing to do with the 
roughness of the release sheet (30), i.e., the aforementioned 
feature (ii) of the present invention, which prevents a part of 
the seal part (25) from being easily separated from the release 
sheet (30) . The rejection should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner is thanked that certified copies of the 
priority documents have been filed in the parent application and 
for listing the references listed on the PTO-1449 filed with the 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

In view of the foregoing revisions and remarks, it is 
respectfully submitted that the case is in condition for 
allowance and a USPTO paper to those ends is earnestly 
solicited. 
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The Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned 
should additional changes be required in the case prior to 




Date Charles A. Wendel 

Registration No. 24,453 



CAW/ch 

Attorney Docket No.: DAIN:545A 

PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
1421 Prince Street 
Suite 210 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 
Telephone: (703) 739-0220 



11 



